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ROE 8 AND 9 — JOBS 

914. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I refer to the new Mayor of Melville, George Gear, who clearly stated on radio 6PR that he has no problem with 
Roe 8 and that he did not campaign against Roe 8. Why is the Premier desperately misrepresenting the outcomes 
of the local government election to justify his refusal to build this shovel-ready, job-creating Roe 8 and Roe 9 project? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! I want to hear this answer. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you have asked your question. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I congratulate George Gear for becoming the Mayor of Melville. I think he is a breath of fresh air for Melville. 
I am sure that he will do a terrific job. I absolutely assure the house that after my parliamentary career finishes, 
I am not going back to local government. I am not going back there, but I am sure he will do a terrific job. I saw him 
on Sunday, with the musical Minister for Culture and the Arts, at the announcement of the Highway to Hell project. 
George was thrilled with our announcement. He is already getting things done in his community. We announced 
the AC/DC program on Canning Highway, and George was there. It was very exciting. 
I do know that during that election campaign for Melville, there was some discussion of Roe 8. I know that the federal 
member for Tangney, Mr Ben Morton—a very political operator, one might say—was out there campaigning for 
“Russell Aubrey for Mayor”. Look at this page. It says “Russell supports building Roe 8 and Roe 9”. What happened 
to Russell Aubrey? He lost! Mr Morton and the Liberal Party were out there writing to everyone across the 
community, demanding that people contact their candidates in the local government election to express their 
support for Roe 8. Who paid for that? Did federal electoral allowances pay for that? Did the Liberal Party pay for 
that? Where did the funding for that letter come from? I thought what Mr Morton did was quite unprecedented, 
and I think it is worthy of further inquiry to find out who paid for that campaign designed to try to influence a local 
government election. If federal government funds were used for that, I think further action needs to be taken. If it 
was funded via donations, who made the donations? Where did they come from? Mr Morton, a very political operator, 
needs to answer a few questions about this right now. 
We know that Roe 8 is supported by the Leader of the Opposition. The goldmine was the Oliver Peterson 
program with the Leader of the Opposition! On 2 October 2019, the Leader of the Opposition said she is going 
to allocate another $700 million to Roe 8 and Roe 9. That is a spending commitment right there, in black and 
white. Oliver Peterson, being the sharp interviewer that he is, asked her how she was going to fund it. She said, 
“We’ll reprioritise projects. We will just reprioritise some of the Labor projects to fund Roe 8 and Roe 9 because 
we believe it is that important.” Which projects? Is she talking about Ellenbrook rail? The member for Churchlands 
wants to get rid of Ellenbrook rail. Is the Leader of the Opposition going to get rid of Ellenbrook rail? Is that now 
her plan? I saw the member for Churchlands attacking Ellenbrook rail last night. Is that the Leader of the Opposition’s 
plan? Where is the $700 million coming from? She is now 18 months from the election. She needs to answer these 
questions. She sits there in silence every question time. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: We ask the questions. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition does not ask any questions. She said, “We ask the questions.” 
Her colleagues do, but she does not. 
The reality is that there was a massive campaign by Mr Morton and the Liberal Party in relation to the Roe 8 project. 
They endorsed Russell Aubrey. Mr Aubrey was defeated. It was a rejection of the Liberal Party’s plans. 
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